
Greetings in the Lord, 

 

Thank you for asking for a Funeral Mass Preparation Packet. The enclosed documents will help you plan 

for your Mass of Christian Burial when you go home to God. 

 

The Funeral Mass Prep Form is to be filled out by you and kept with your important papers to be used by 

your family to make your Mass the beautiful thing it will be.  It should make the planning of your Mass a 

lot easier.  Another benefit is that you can give a copy of the form to your Funeral Director if your funeral 

is already set up with a funeral home.  They will make it a part of your file.   

 

The Form asks if you want your family to place the PALL [white cloth] over your casket at the start of the 

service.  This item represents the “whites of Christ” that were put on you at baptism.  Your funeral director 

can assist your family with this or do it if your family does not choose to place the Pall. Obviously, this part 

of the service does not apply if you are cremated and have remains in an urn or box or if the body is not 

present for any other reason.  

 

There is a list of HYMNS used in funerals.  You will need a minimum of 4 HYMNS:  an Entrance Hymn, 

an Offertory, a Communion and a Recessional or Closing Hymn.  You can also choose a favorite hymn as a 

Meditation Song.  An example would be AVE MARIA for those with strong ties to Mary.   

 

Also enclosed is a list of READINGS that are used in funeral liturgy.  One Old Testament reading and one 

New Testament reading are chosen.  These readings can be done by a family member or friend.  If you 

need someone to read them, a lector from the parish will be happy to do the readings.  Your Funeral Mass 

is like a regular Sunday Mass with a first and second reading.  The priest chooses the gospel and does the 

homily. 

 

You are asked to choose INTERCESSIONS to be read after the homily. There are two formats, A and B.  

The one you choose is set up with your name in it and read by a family member, friend or parish lector. 

 

You are asked on the form if your family wants to PROCESS the GIFTS for the Communion. You can 

choose to bring up 1 or 2 gifts at the Offertory time [Bread, Wine] or none.  If none, the gifts will already 

be on the altar. You can have more then 2 people process the gifts, but only 2 people will carry the gifts 

 

There is a section on the form for SPECIAL REQUESTS. An example would be if you wanted a specific 

priest do your service. 

 

There is also a section for PARISH DONATION.  If you would like to make a money gift to the parish, 

you can name your specific purpose and amount in this section. 

 

Lastly, sign and date the form for your records.  Time waits for no one and things do change.  If, after you 

complete the form, you decide to change some part of it, all you need to do is request another form and 

redo it. 

 

If you have questions on this process, please call me at 215-322-7452. 

 

Respectfully, 

Steve Hall 


